Issue 3, 2012

Veterlnry Clinic NEWS

Welcome.... Don’t get the summertime blues!
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Be a parasite detective!
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Fleas need little introduction to most cat owners! Adult fleas are to them and may require
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wingless insects survive by feeding on your pet’s blood, causing
very intense irritation and sometimes allergic skin disease.

Ticks tend to be a problem in the warmer months and commonly
live in areas of heathland, moorland and woodland,
waiting to attach themselves to passing pets. Ticks

feed on your pet’s blood and can cause problems in
two ways — firstly they can cause a tissue reaction at
their site of attachment and secondly they can transmit
serious diseases such as Lyme disease and Babesiosis.

Ear tip of a cat showing early
cancerous changes. If your pet
is showing any skin changes,
please arrange a check-up

With warmer weather on the way, make sure your pets flea and tick treatments are up to date!
Please ask us to advise you on the best form of flea and tick control for your pet.

Make sure your cats stay worm free!
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DOES worming your pet seem like a constant battle? Unfortunately,
= you can’t vaccinate pets against worms, so regular de-worming
- treatment is the only way to ensure your pet stays worm free!
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Finally, please let us advise you on the best worm and flea treatment for your cats.
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THE winter months are often a time of inactivity for many pets, when
it is all too easy to put on a few extra pounds. Whilst it may be too
late to make any New Year resolutions, perhaps now is the time
to have a critical look at your pet! Is he (or she) carrying a bit

of extra weight? Does he have a saggy tummy? Can you feel

the ribs (or do you just feel flesh)? ;
Both of these are signs that your pet may be overweight. “

Carrying extra weight places extra demands on virtually all the
organs of the body. Excess weight can lead to or worsen many
medical conditions including: * joint and ligament problems,
heart disease, ° raised blood pressure, © diabetes, ¢ breathing difficulties, ¢ decreased
stamina and heat intolerance — to name just a few!

Given the potential health problems associated with excess weight —

it is important to address it, and it is here that we can help. If you feel your pet is getting a lit-
tle portly we are happy to weigh him or her and advise you on their ideal weight. We will also
examine your pet to check for any medical conditions that may result in weight gain.

To achieve weight loss, pets need a combination of a specially formulated calorie controlled
diet (often down to around %/ their previous calorie intake) and more exercise. The good news
is that as your pet loses weight, the benefits of increased healthiness and vitality are usually
seen quite quickly. Please contact us for advice about your pet’s ideal weight, diet and exer-
cise regime — we are here to help!
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Don’t ignore that lump!

One of the “golden rules” of veterinary practice is that early
detection of problems will generally give us a much better chance
of sorting things out and the regular health examinations we give
your cat are a key part of this approach. In addition, frequent
grooming allows you to keep a watchful eye out for any lumps,
bumps, fleas, ticks and a host of other problems!

If your cat develops a lump there may be several possible underlying causes. These include
allergic reactions (such as bee stings), abscesses, hernias and tumours. The most serious of
these are tumours; these may be either benign — which tend to be
slow growing and remain in one place, or malignant — which are
frequently fast growing and spread to distant parts of the body.

If you do find a lump it is therefore very important we examine it
as soon as possible — in order that we may establish the underly-
ing cause and start any required treatment without delay. If you are
concerned about a lump on your cat — or any other health problem,
don’t delay — please contact us today for an appointment!

elbow of a cat

Pet Insurance - is your cat protected?

IT'S a sobering thought that in a typical year, roughly 1 in 3 pets will require veterinary
treatment, so unexpected veterinary bills can unfortunately occur at any time. Recent
advances in veterinary medicine and surgery have meant that treatments that were
unimaginable just a few years ago are now a reality; diagnostic procedures such as MRI and
CT scans are increasingly routine, and surgical procedures such as cataract removals, spinal
surgery and hip replacements are fairly commonplace. In addition, a
range of medical conditions such as skin disease and arthritis can
also be very costly to treat.

On a daily basis we see the heart wrenching decisions

some of our clients face regarding the treatment of their \
pets, but with appropriate pet insurance, we can hopefully i
ensure that any treatment decisions are made on the basis

of need rather than cost. So, don’t take any chances — make
sure you get your cat insured today!

Is your cat
microchipped?

IT°S A sad fact that
hundreds of cats go
missing every day
and many are never
reunited with their owners

for one simple reason — tragically,
they cannot be reliably identified.

However, the good news is that, in
addition to the traditional collar
and engraved tag (which doesn’t
always stay in place), you can
now have your cat permanently
identified with a tiny microchip,
giving you the best chance of
being re-united with your cat,
should they go missing.

A range of pets can be micro-
chipped including dogs, cats,
small pets, birds and even fish!
A microchip is hardly bigger than
a grain of rice and having it
implanted is quick and simple.
Like a normal injection, it is
inserted under the skin at the
back of the neck and, once there,
it lasts a lifetime. Each microchip
carries a unique code which,
together with information about
your pet and your contact details,
are held on a central computer
database.

Should your cat go missing, when
found, the chip can be “read”
using special hand held scanners.
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Tiny microchip
implant

A tiny microchip is easily injected under the

skin and can be “read” using a special scanner
Veterinary practices, the police
and animal welfare organisations
routinely scan all strays, hopefully
ensuring that if the unthinkable
happens, you and your cat can be
speedily reunited.

So — don’t take any chances! Get
your cat microchipped today!
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